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Best Poll Conditions
for J&K: Hold Polls

Over ayear of central rule has done its job

Therearereasonswhy President’srulein Jammu&Kash-
mir, in place since December 20, 2018 — after six months
of Governor’s rule since June 20 — is being sought to be
dedbyanother six hsfrom July3. Whether the
reasonsare compellingenoughis what’sbeingdebated in
Parliament. The argument usedby ‘home minister Amit
Shah snotasanti-demo-
cratic as the Opposition benches make it out to be: since
the Election Commission (EC) has reportedly decided to
hold assembly elections in J&K after the sensitive weeks
of Amarnath Yaira — July 1-August 15 — it’s essential
that President’srule be extended by another half-year.

Shah underlined on Friday that under central rule —
first via Governor’srule, then via President’s rule — Gol
has, unlike prior state governments, succeeded in keep-
ingalid on unrest and terrorism. His colleague in theho-
me ministry, minister of state for home affairs G Kishan
Reddy, had earlier stated that stone-pelting incidents ha-
ve ‘declined in 2019’. But what are the criteriafor holding
free and fair elections? On November
21,2018, Governor Satya Pal Malikhad
dissolved the J&Kassembly citing hor-
se-trading’ and the ‘lack of stability to
forma government’, not threat to sec-

urity or breakdown of lawand order.
% AnECcommitteehad earliersugges-
tedholdingassembly polls immediate-
ly after Lok Sabha polls, once pressure on security forces
deployed across the country had subsided. The home mi-
nistry, however, in a meeting with EC, insisted polls be
held around October-November, citing the need to deploy
forcesfor the ‘Amarnath Yatra, touristseason, apple har-
vestseason inSeptember-October; returnof the Bakarwal
community after summer’ — alitany of seemingly ‘poll-
unﬂ“uandly events. J&K is, indeed, a “sensitive’ state. But
W its ‘perfect™poll condition: ing Presi-
dent’srule could, by itself, discourage prospective voters.
‘While Shah has holding free, fair and safe elections top-
moston hismind, he should consider that holding electi-
1 best way ondi-
tions suitable for polls. The egg of elections can, indeed,
come beforethe chicken of ‘suitableelection conditions’.

When Jonathan Ive
Leaves Apple

Applelost$10billioninmarket value on reports of itslong-time
resident design wizard Jonathan Ive leaving the company.
That might not fully reflect what Jony Ive is worth on his own:
after all, what doesin the
with people like Steve Jobs and his successors mightnotbere-
plicable without the creative frisson provided by their collec-
tive interaction. Yet, it would not be surprising if Ive did not
choose to leave to set up his own design company to monetise
some of the value he brings tothe table.

Ive became vice-president of industrial d&elgn at Apple in
1996, soon after Jobs rejoined th bout

design and spent a lot of time with the design team. The iMac
that launched Apple’s rebirth, the iPod,

If you find this Cricket World Cup a bit boring, you may havea valid reason

Givelta Sporting Chance

f over the last three weeks, the
2019 ICC Cricket World Cup se-
mmmynumbeabltmupmﬂr
table, with boring, onesided
matiches, rest assured, you're
notalone.
‘There has been much talk about the

tually started much earlier — from
when the International Cricket Coun-
€il (ICC) decided to alter the format of
this edition (ironically)to produce mo-
re closely fought contests between
even.lyrrmbedteams

Cup to be hosted by Canada,

and the US. Fifa believes memom na-
tions participating qualitatively the

mexﬂermemumammt
closely fought the contest
is, nwbenerismmudu:r Orisit?Do
spectators prefer closely fought slug-
ms Derween WO competitors to one-
of one by another?
Vﬂ)atlsmaleluslvelev@ufwmmm
veness that ensure that the ‘pro-
duet’ sells aml, at the same time, will
meet other constraints — politics, mo-
nex logistics, etc? Almost every aspect
spﬂrmananmnptmamveal
that sweet spot, that level of optimum
competitiveness, whether with deci-
sions mgammg team formation (Na-
tional Basketball Association (N'BA)

ac-  draft rules in the US, Indian Premi

Lszgmaucﬂnnnﬂmmllm) murna
ment design, substitution rules, use of
technology, or scoring systems.
BuxlngerWay In

balance’ is one of the

the World Cup that featured 14 teams,
time there are 10. While hosts

ingtournament. In the process, this is

the first World Cup that doesn’t have

all full member-nations of ICC parti-

L'll)allng, Ireland and Zimbabwe not
ed.

Iﬂx alsothefirst Wur]dcuplnwmch
notasingle ICC

mustmsmmhﬂjmsmsmmemm
mlm Writing in1964, Welter C Nealein
article, “The Peculiar Economicsof
mee-imal Sports,’ compared the be-
‘haviour of business firms inanormal

product market to that of sportsper-
2 and teams. While business firms

‘would seek to maximise profits by kil-
ling competition and emerging as mo-
nopolies, contestants in sportsean'taf-
fordtodothat

tion features. IOC's hope was mara ﬁ.x
wernumberof better teams | pro-

‘Comparisons
contrastICC'sapproachtocricketaga-
inst Fifa's approach to football. The Fi-
faFootball World Cupstarted off featu-
ring 13 countries in 1930; then 16 from
1934 t01978; 24 from 1982 t0 1994; 32 after
that. It has the ambitious plan of ha-
vingas participating teams for the 2026

010j

‘his opponents, he would beleft with no
one to fight and, therefore, without an
income.

[t

More matches like this, please

tingkilled by reducing outcome uncer-
tainty? By not investing enough in the
promotion of the game in more count-
ries, mthempmmd‘mewm'lﬂnm
njng of becoming Neale's heavy-
weightchampion with ‘nocnetofight'?

Domestic leagues in the top cricke-
mg nations (read: IPL) may mrive

wed that what fans basically seek isa
winfortheirhometeam. They may not
actually be too bothered about the clo-
seness of contests.

Keep Getting Customers
‘While this might provide cheer for ga-
mes in which eompetitive ba]ame 13

cautionis

ith greater
mgherolmmmeumemkm Butlf
even the most stingily selected 10 te-
ams of the World Cup don’t have eno-
ugh competitive balance, and can't
throw up ties with high outcome un-

nessfirmscompetingformarketshare
of a product, Sports contestants are jo-

int creators of the 'Dmdun’ “Doubt
about the competition,” he wrote, ‘is
‘what arouses interest.”

‘Doubt about competition’ is what
‘modern sports economics calls ‘outco-
me uncertainty’. Is global cricket get-

Competitive balance is a serious issue in sports. This
might be the right time for ICC to give a serious thought
to it if it wants world cricket to keep getting ‘customers’

be worried about
‘waning spectator interest.

Butmaybe it'snot all gloom. Even if
world cricket lacks enough competiti-
ve balance, perhaps spectators will
stillnotdesertthegame. In2015, Brad R
Humphreys and Li Zhou published a
study (bit. dn/eWNQg) uslngdaiaﬂ'\)m
Major League Basketball (MLB) ove

nan Lehrer in his December 2015 hlug
(bit.do/eWNQJ). Whilethe short-term
motives of fans may be to see their fa-

THE SPEAKING TREE

Forests are
Elixir of Life

RKLANGAR

Forestsare special. Forestgrov-
eswere looked upon as the abo-
deof gods. Sagesiving In fores-
tsimparted education to their

pupils. Trees were held sacred.
Some trees were given special

attention. Forests were ideal as
spiritual retreats; they werere-
garded as life-Support systems.
Plants were treated as God's gif-
8. Any injury caused to plants

was considered an act of violence.

‘The Sanskrit word ‘Osadhi’
means asubstance with in-bui-
Itenergy; it denotes plants and
herbs with medicinal value. Ma-
ntras honoured them, “0 plant,
youare like mother to me. K1l
all my diseases and make me
healthy T offer salutations to
o1 and bow down before you
as token of gratitude.”

‘The words forestand tree app-
edr several times tn Indic serip-
tures. In the Ramayana, good
and evil coexist in forests. Ash-
ramswere located in forests. The
Aranyakas consist of forestbo-
oksthat give philosophical
interpretation of Vedicrituals
for thase in vanaprastha, the

drive away fans.
Competitive balance i8 a serious is-
sue In sports. might be an oppor-

ughttoit if it wants world cricket —as
opposed to league cricket — to keep
getting ‘customers’. It could also put
serious thought to the financial dispa-

Dbalance in World Cup-level cricket.

wing from concepts from behavioural
the two

The writer
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tt
them for entering the fourth
stage, sanyasa.

The Bhagavatam says thata
tree1s the greatest example of
generosity and selfless servi-
ce; they give everything they
possess toothers, suchas
fruit, flower, leaves, roots,
bark and even trunk. Invilla-
ges, the Pipal tree 18 venera-
tod like any other deity. Offe-
ringsaremadeandalamplit
under the tree with utmost
faith. The Buddha sat under
this tree and attained illumi-
nation. The Banyan treeis
alsospecial; under it sat

DATA LOCALISATION

Protection, or

Protectionist?

‘while one in North America creates

H intranceto
attain Self-realisation.

Chinese
Syndrome

the iPhone, the iPad and
ons of portable computers resulted from
such collaboration. Does this mean that
his departure would leave Apple design-
challenged? Hardly. Big trees throw a lar-
ge shadow and prevent much growth of
fresh life within its perimeter. Their fall
islikely tounleash fresh exuberance of lifeand energy. Apple
now has a woman chief of industrial design, Evans Hankey.
Ive'sdeparture islikely to bring her under thespotlight alittle
more than in the past, along with Alan Dye who heads human
interface design. This should inspire young people, especially
women, to dream big and achieve big in design, far away from
Apple.

Ivehaslefthisstampon Apple, even if not as decisively as St-
eveJobs. Thanks to Apple’s product excellence, his imprint is
marked on the products of Apple'srivalsaswell. Apple’sspace-
ship campus would bear concrete testimony of Ive's design
genius for decades. And, of course, hejustmight createjustas
impressive a legacy outside Apple as well.

@ Don't look now, butyour boss could be
B logarithmwith sibilant ‘fire’ power
When Our Machines
Have Machinations

Rudyard Kipling left machine dystopia to God’s will: “Tho-
ugh oursmoke may hide the Heavensfrom your eyes,/ It will
vanish and the stars will shine again,/ Because, for all our
powerandweight andsize,/ We arenothingmorethan child-
ren of your brain!” However, as the child is said to be the fa-
ther of the man, the children of the human brain can beco-
methe mastersof men, and women. Sc]ﬁhaslung spunsca-

e

T

for
stored n the US without any seope of

of India (Trai), In thepast, has setan
‘example of open, freeand responsive
consultative process. The recent

‘palicy proposals, however, have been

aoesmtmeet of
. national security access.
of and working Isnearly
that the Indian security establish-
‘ment is faced with monumental
challenges in accessing dataon
legitimategrounds. Most data pertai-
tousers having a nexus with
SkSnE Kixnar India is stored in the US. The solution
lies m developing a comprehensive
Of late, there infor
expansion of regulationontheinter-  between Indiaand theUS. TheClari- [ it it
netinthecountry Thishasledtoan  fying Lawful Overseas Use of Data Doagy fortification
impression in the global market that Act, 2018—the CLOUD Act —pro-
iterati- ucha under the forceof the
mask of national security. ration through an executive agree- toeach individual constmer or
Reoemmgﬂamrymmbyva ‘ment, enabling foreign Stateslike business. This
rious by aregulatory bearhug.

nd wide-

Issued
ranging consultation.

nmmmnmrmﬂnfmandaﬂnglmu Theswesping national securtty” mavnmdpurmseol securtty
sationof data. RBInow requires Judicial review. accesssought by India to be imple- soughttobe achieved by regulatory
payment systems to host data locally Gol isatodds changessuchasdatalocalisationis
toenableregulatoryaceess. Golhas  the Intermediary Guidelinesunder  with thelaws of other majormarkets  only belied by the enormous advanta-
alsoadvocated datalocalisation inthe  the IT Actth: Teduces 1. ge Indian internet companies shall
drafte-commerce policy and draft the safeharbour protection from 1is1ikely tosetoff acon receive. T augur well for
Personal Data Protoction BAIL 2018. ]Jaml)rytnnmmemtm'medjarles from theUSand U This, in turn, will - thecreaibility of GoT'spolicy formula-
Proposals includ of, say, proactive ious ket
suchas requiringonline business to mommrmgnf content by inter- Indian IT majors, Regulatory certainty is a basic
ncorporatelocally and establisha mediaries s certain toresirictonline  especially in theservicesand outsour- — requirement fora robust digttal
Dresence, T ‘economy. Policy formulation under
TegL of data across heavy regulatory burden Today, 12% of the world's online the pretext of national security, for the
the world. ononline ntermediaries entirelyout  population is Indian. Westillhavea  collateral purpose of benefltinglocal
Undeniably, law enforcement hasa of sync with forward: growth interms of players, diminishes the position of
leglmnateneedibram fromonline  tion across the world. For veach  India of
intermediaries. Mandatinglocalisa- ine mtermediaries performan Facel
tion intimesof encryption,however,  essential function of bringing $1 of advertisingrevenuea year, The writer isanadvocate

FreeTransport Ain’'ta Freebie

DINNY

State firms might account for
only a quarter of the Chinese
economy, but they've borro-
wed almost 60% of the count-
ry’s corporate debt. China has
little mortgage debt relative to
the US, and official govern-
ment debt is very low, but Chi-
na’scompanies—andin parti-
cular its State-owned compa-
nies — have borrowed incre-
dible amounts. According to
the consulting firm McKinsey,
between 2007 and mid-2014,
China’scompanies—both Sta-
te and private — went from
owing $3.4 trillion to $12.5 tril-
Iion, a faster buildup than in
any other country in modern
times. Still, the question com-
monly posed Is, If mostof Chi-
na’s corporate debt is govern-
ment-owned, why should any-
one Worry about 1t? Certainly,
China's State companies don't
seem to.... The term ‘Zombie
company’ was originally col-
ned to describe Japanese com-
panies that werebeingkept ali-
ve after Japan's property-mar-
ket collapse in the early 1990s,
but, in recent years, ‘Zzombie”
has gained CUITency among
Chinese officials as well. Chi-
nese pop culture has a zombie
tradition that differs a little
from the brain-eating undead
version that has been the US
standard since George A Ro-
mero’s Night of the Living De-
ad. China’s zombies — or ji-
angsht, ‘rigid corpses’ —trace
their lineage at least to the
Q

certain routes. So, it's fair to assume Bymaking the free buses ‘only ty...
thatasignificantnumberof people  standing’, conservatively onecan Kannagl Nagar. A socloeconomic
would shift tif itls profllect [From “China’s Zombie Firms
per bus (whohave shifted from two- ‘by the Information and Resource Can’t Lurch Forever™
‘TakoChennaicityasacasestudy for ~ wheelers). Thismeanssavingsome  Centrefor the Deprived Urban Com-
mepmermalhnpamofnwkmgms 541amumofpem)]ada‘im(nm1 ‘munities (IRCDUC) and Housingand
naialone Land Rights Network (HLRN) in 2017, G—Iat Ruom
Americal V Narayanan & slmhmraﬂwm'sn'anspunaum ¥malitreonatwo-wheeler showsthatnearlya quarter of the
three-four Thec cost hastc 40kmaday
Kavya Narayanan 3,000)of floetof 4,000 forrunningthese  toreach their places of work. This Caution With
buses bemadefully free, and‘standing 3, meluding Tiertotravel,
only’—thus improving the capacity e, depreciation, ‘with most peoplein
Early thismeonth, when Delhi chief by 20% per bus — while the: ons|5, year ative work in Cryptocurrencv
minister Arvind Kejriwal announced — one-fourth continuesas a paid service. ‘lesserpaying jobs Apropos ‘This Money, It sNut
that Metroand Delhi On an average, each bus drives 20 km DBDDleanﬂthecltyammneme. By providing free transport, the aGas' by Anirudh Rastogi an
Cor t from ter on two- ‘economic potential of jobaspirants Ramani Ramachandran (Jun
oneway or six round tripsa day. Most C‘nermalwmldsaveamum,zmmre ‘Whowill havethe the 28), it is Incorrect

women, it

ranhorm.
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cent reports suggest that life might ominously be imitating
art. Computer programs monitor employees, second by se-
cond inreal time, and assess their individual performances.

In effect, these cybersnoops have become super-bosses

whorate and reward, or punish, h by incre-
asinglytakingcharge of the hiringand firingof t 'S,

who often can’t even appeal to any higher authority. Isaac
Asimovpostulated that robots, powered with artificial intel-
ligence (AI), can never harm humans. The problem with AT
isthat it can on occasion bejust artificial, as underscored by
the story of the passengers on a pilotless aircraft who recei-
ved arecorded message from the cockpit, “This is a fully au-
tomated flight in which there is no chance of human error
and nothing can go wrong... nothing can go wrong... noth-
ingcangowrong....

qnans cu e . e s gy s s e st -

ters,and was accused of beingan ownatwo-wheeler in Chennai. estimatedz25aticket for a full trip) leashed. This will have an inter- handedapproach due to the
election gimmick and expensive dole. paying itional impact on their child- fear of the unknown. When con-
Finding its virtue as simply beinga for tickets who will now travel free. Ten, due tomores ventional currency has been
‘safety measure for women'’, however, ‘These arenot just savings, but pur- Additionall silver, Bitcoin
would be pigeonholing the proposal. chasingpower that one isdirectly impact of making publictransport isbased on mathematics. Alre-

F isnotanovel idea. putting inthe hands of thelower free for all would be immense. Asa ady, the European Banking Au-
But wherever it hasbeen implemented, economicsections. corollary, some15million tonnes of thority and other sources have
i Luxem- Suchamove tolarge CO-: besaved. warned that Bitcoin users are
‘bourg, asmall country witha popula- mil- Isa not protected by refund rights
tionof aroundsixlakh people, became liona year for Chennaialone)dueto  ‘freebie’ or wasteful is, therefore, quite orcharge-backs. Therisks in
the world'sfirst: to in lower need forcrude imports. Notto misleading. By providing an at- allowing cryptocurrency are

ber2018 that it would provide its with be well- Known. Any currency

citizens free universal public transport gently and must undergo the testof dura-
from March 2020, citing congestion and efficiency of other vehicles improved.  greener habits without India be- bility, portability and divisibi-
commuting woes. transport alsoneeds tobe ‘comingananmy State. 1ity, and sovereign guarantee
Free bus fransport was lockedat through theprismof entit- for its value and acceptance.
nDunkirk, a French city of nearly lements. For instance, les  Americal. Tamil Nadu _—
90,000, in September: Onemonth = i \ Chennai h: Jeared and C nd K SKAL

in, bus ridership was up50-85% on It itworks In Dunkirk... their Byemail

LLIC ey Ly S o L




